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THE FOUNDER of the Morgan Motor Com-
pany, the eccentric clergyman H. F. S.
Morgan, who ripped through the tranquil
streets of Malvern with his noisy contraptions
hard on the heels of the horseless carriage in
1910, or thereabouts, would thoroughly ap-
prove of Rob Wells. For Rob races a Morgan
built up in his workshop in the grand Morgan
tradition of lots of power, pushing very little
weight. Only he has gone to extremes...his
car boasts more than 300bhp. It can top
170mph, and scorch off the line to 60mph in
less than five seconds, being “slowed down”
here with wheelspin. It weighs less than a stan-
dard Mini, and wins races.

This Morgan is a front runner in the STP
Modsports Championship. Rob runs London
Morgan Specialists, Libra Motive Services
(6-10 Rosemont Rd., Hampstead, London,
NW3 6NE) which he started some ten years
ago. His ‘team’ consists of mechanics Peter
Mulberry, who built the Modsports car with
Rob, Andy Adamou, Terry Foxen, and Janet
Ogle who sorts our all of the complicated ad-
min. As well as a thorough engineering train-
ing Rob has a sound motor sport background.

In the late Sixties he ran an early Morgan
Plus 4 “flat rad” in sprints, followed by a ‘Vix-
en’ with which he cam fifth in the 1971 F4
Championship. The following year, Rob
moved on to a Mallock F1200 and also found
time to run a plus 4 Super Sports with which
he also won a production car trial,

Rob built his first car, with Mike Chittenden,
in 1973. It was a 750 Formulacar, thefirstofa
series named “Trick”. Successfully campaign-
ed that year it also won the constructors
award. Morgan activities were not neglected,
however, as the 750 car was part of the winn-
ing Morgan club team in the six-hour Relay
Race. More 750 cars were
built in the next
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couple of years and a lightweight 4/4 was
bought for club racing.

In 1975 Rob came 3rd in the 750 cham-
pionship and won another constructors
award but at a cost of something like £3000
for the season’s racing. The Prodsports
Championship that year was won outright by
Chris Alford in a Morgan 4/4. The car had
only required routine maintenance
throughout the season and Chris had ended
up making a profit!

Rob bought the Alford 4/4 in 1976 and us-
ed it as a reliable road car which stood in for
racing when the other cars were out of ser-
vice. The following year, friendship with Peter
Morgan'’s son, Charles, who was working in
London, lead to involvement with the works
Plus 8, MMC11. Libra Motive took on the
preparation of the car for Charles to race but
Rob deputised when Charles was sent
overseas, Rob was also racing a TVR 1600 at
this time and preparing a 2000 Lola
for Chris Alford.

T

It was during 1977 that the idea of a
Modsports car came about. The works Plus 8
was showing great promise with Libra Motive
preparation and Peter Morgan said that he
would like to see another Modsports car fill the
gap left by Robin Gray, who had recently
stopped racing his Lawrencetune Plus 8. He
offered to supply the parts that Rob would
need to build the car, and provide some finan-
cial assistance for development.

Initial plans were drawn up but little work
was done during 1978 as Charles had a full
season with the Plus 8, culminating with winn-
ing the Prodsports Championship. 1979 was
another busy year when Rob shared MMC11
with Charles but contesting a different Pro-
dsports Championship. The splendid result
was that they both won their respective cham-
pionships, with Rob achieving eight wins and
setting a new lap record at Donington.

However, work on the new Modsports car
did progress and by the end of 1979 it was
nearly complete. Rob then took a winter holi-
day, struggling in the snowy Alps with the
Editor and 2 Morgan to Monte Carlo.

Let us at this point examine the Modsport
car’s specification.

Rather than modify an existing Plus 8, Rob
and chief mechanic Pete, decided to start with
the clean sheet of paper that the separate
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